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great evangelistic object was kept steadily in view". On
this occasion I was accompanied by a catechist In the
early afternoon, when we might hope to meet people
released from the work of the day, we repaired to. the
neighbouring village. Often we found a large tree at the
entrance to the village, with a stone seat close to its
trunk, and on it we sat down. If there was no such seat
a small native bedstead was often brought—such a thing
as a chair was unknown—and we were asked to sit, while
the people politely stood, till at our request they sat, which
they can well do on their haunches. We entered into
conversation with those who gathered around us* We
asked if there was any pundit, any learned man in the
village; and if there was we were happy to see him come,
as we knew the people would look on us with less
suspicion if he was present. In .many places they were
so unaccustomed to the sight <jf Europeans that they
looked on us with a mingled feeling of curiosity and fear.
We tried to put them at ease by speaking about some-
thing in which we knew they were deeply interested, such
as-their fields and crops, and as soon as we well could
we made our way to the subject of religion. We read
those passages from our Scriptures which we thought
most fitted to arrest their attention. We aimed at setting
forth the great facts and truths of revelation with all the
simplicity, conciseness, and earnestness- we could com-
mand. We repeated what was not understood, or was
misunderstood*. and endeavoured to make it plain by
familiar illustrations*
We met with varied reception. In some places the
people were so stolid, that even the catechist, one of
their own people, seemed to make no impression. On
many occasions we were heard most patiently, and were

